
Created by Simon Amadeus Pillario, the Word for Word Bible Comic 
is a graphic version of each book of the Bible, completely unabridged, 
including every word, chapter and verse. Because of this, it is not censored 
or sugar coated for kids, so most of the titles are for adults and ages 12+. 
In addition, the images are as historically accurate as possible. All the 
locations, ethnicity, clothes, pottery, etc. are specific to the period and the 
region.

“When I became a Christian as an adult, I read the Bible properly for the 
first time,” said Pillario. “I’m dyslexic and a real visual-learner so I thought 
to myself, someone should create a comic or TV show which includes 
every word of the scripture because so much seems to be skipped over 

and rarely preached on. Not long after that, I felt God was saying to me, ‘You do it.’ That started 
a journey to create The Word for Word Bible Comic.”

Their first release is the 240-page The Gospel of Matthew (USD $19.99), in which they seek 
to paint a balanced biblical portrayal of Jesus. By including Jesus’ every word, action, and 
interaction—whether loving or wrathful, long-suffering or harsh, servant or king—they hope to 
give a more accurate depiction of the person of Christ and His mission as Messiah.

These books are designed to fill a gap in the market for adults and older teens too mature for 
kids’ picture books but unlikely to pick up a plain-text gold-leaf Bible. This gap is highlighted 
when trying to decide where to merchandise the series in your store, as it is an illustrated book 
that isn’t for the children’s section. We suggest you simply shelve it alongside the other NIV 
Bibles, because ultimately, it is simply a fully illustrated NIV Bible.

One comparison to this series would of course be The Action Bible, which sold over 1 million 
English copies in its first five years. Word for Word Bible Comics hope to build on The Action 
Bible’s success, as their own titles take more time to depict each story and have that strict 
adherence to the biblical text. Lastly, The Action Bible’s target audience was middle-grade 
children, but now those 1 million children are 10 years older, fitting well into the Word for Word 
Bible Comics’ target audience of ages 12-40.

About Word for Word Bible Comics
While the series is going from strength to strength, Word for Word Bible Comics is still a grassroots 
indie publisher, primarily a husband-and-wife team working from a corner desk in a bedroom 
in the UK. We really rely on you the retailers to get the comics in front of readers, so we really 
appreciate every order as we get established. We are shipping several thousand copies across 
the Atlantic ahead of our launch into the US and Canada! We hope that you will join our mission 
to make the full word of God more accessible to all in this immersive visual format!

by Sheila Walsh (Baker Publishing Group)

Beloved Bible teacher and bestselling author Sheila Walsh 
easily relates to readers in the midst of their struggles with 
heartfelt sincerity. In her new book, Holding on When You 
Want to Let Go, Sheila offers hope and a helping hand 
when life hasn’t turned out as planned. Rather than a 
quick fix or easy answers, Sheila digs deep with great 
compassion and points readers to the God who never lets 
go, even when the world feels upside down.

How this book helps readers: Sheila reassures readers 
that they serve a God who is so much greater than 
momentary troubles, no matter how insurmountable they 
feel.

Book Review: Holding on
When You Want to Let Go
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with Donna McCollough, Dove Christian Supply, Dothan, AL

Free marketing, advertising tools and encouraging potential 
customers to shop local during the Christmas season—yes, 
please. Those are just a few of the benefits that Donna 
McCollough from Dove Christian Supply in Dothan, AL, has 
enjoyed with Small Business Saturday.

According to Donna, Small Business Saturday is a day 
dedicated to supporting small businesses and communities 
across the country. Founded by American Express in 2010, 
this day is celebrated each year on the Saturday after 
Thanksgiving. This year, Small Business Saturday falls on 
November 27.

Donna has been a part of Small Business Saturday since it 
began. “We take every opportunity to let people know that 
we are a local family-owned business,” Donna shares. “And 
it’s only because of our community choosing to shop with us 
that we are still here providing the Christian and inspirational 
products they need.”

Since she has always had American Express as a payment option for her customers, she received 
their emails to add her location to their site as a participating store for Shop Small Saturday. But 
any store can be a part of this program by going to the American Express website dedicated to 
Shop Small Saturday, which is found here: Small Business Saturday | Shop Local With 
American Express

By simply signing up, your store is listed with other participating retailers and is sent free digital 
marketing materials that can be customized to promote shopping local at your store. Donna also 
says that stores that sign up early also receive a swag bag with signage, bags and buttons for 
giveaways at no charge.

“To participate in Shop Small Saturday, it really doesn’t even cost anything to be a part of the 
movement,” she says. “ You just get the opportunity to promote that you are a local business and 
invested in the community.”

Participating in Small Business Saturday is that easy. And since it always falls on the weekend 
after Thanksgiving, Donna says that she doesn’t worry about creating extra promotions because 
the consumer catalog they use features a Thanksgiving week sale and does the work for them. 
As a result, Donna says they have good sales for both Black Friday and Shop Small Saturday.

“I think that any small business should take time to be a part of national campaigns to educate 
and encourage their customers to shop local, especially because of all the benefits that shopping 
local does for the community,” Donna shares.

According to Donna, if retailers are not aware of the benefits of shopping small, they can educate 
themselves by getting information from their local chamber or checking out national organizations 
that support small businesses like Independent We Stand or even their state retailer association.

“All these are valuable resources to get the information you need to let your customers know why 
it’s so important to shop local,” she shares.

Small Business Saturday is a free and easy way to promote your store and encourage people to 
support your local business this Christmas shopping season. But more than that, Donna says, 
“People really just need to know that you are ‘for’ them, and it makes them want to be ‘for’ you 
and your success!”
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The host of the CPE Winter 2022 show will be illusionist Danny Ray. 
A pastor with a Master’s degree from Fuller Theological Seminary, 
Danny’s heart is to communicate God’s Word, using the skills of illusion 
that he has developed through years of practice and performance to 
impact the lives of others.

Danny has performed his signature jaw-dropping illusions for nearly 
three decades in almost all 50 states. He also has visited 21 countries, 
performing for churches, organizations, and businesses. Danny is 
regularly featured at the world-famous Magic Castle in Hollywood, 
California.

Danny Ray will also be performing during the halftime show at CPE on Sunday, February 13.

Retailers who register by Sunday, October 31, will be entered into a drawing to win a seat at the 
table with Danny Ray at the Monday evening banquet. The drawing will take place on CPE’s 
Facebook page on November 1.

CPE Winter 2022 will be held on February 13-15, in Concord, NC, located less than 20 miles 
from Charlotte Douglas International Airport. Registration is FREE for all retailers! To learn 
more, visit www.cpeshow.com.

Register Now
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